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To Our Stakeholders, 
With community support,  Artists First has continued to live  
out its mission of fostering growth in individuals with disabilities, 
youth and veterans through creative self-expression while  
promoting artistic enrichment in the community.  We have also 
been active in bringing art into the community and beyond as a 
means of integration, healing, support, working together, and  
finding common ground.
Our artists’ talent have been highlighted and shared throughout 
the community from collaborative projects such as Mannequins 
on the Loop, to a public piano in Sutton Loop Park to Variation 
and Adaptation, a multi-media exhibition at the Kranzberg Center 
for Art.
We are grateful to our artists, volunteers, donors and other 
stakeholders who have helped Artists First have another  
successful year.

Program Highlights: Artists First’s Open Studio 
programs are designed to give disenfranchised and underserved 
community members a sense of self-determination, independence 
and self-worth through a creative process. Our programs also 
promote social integration, collaboration and development of a 
community in which every member can participate freely and 
equally despite ability.

Adult Open Studio: Through our largest program, 
The Adult Open Studio has served over 95 consistent artists 
who have come to rely on our studio on a daily to weekly basis 
and over 12 partner agencies serving individuals with disabilities. 
Through creative self-expression, artists have continued to  
develop critical thinking skills, resourcefulness, self-advocacy  
and financial empowerment while being engaged in meaningful 
community activities. 

Integrated Youth Open Studio: Throughout 
the year, 20 youth with and without disabilities participated in  
the Youth Open Studio creating artistic pieces while exchanging 
cultural values and ideas. The program has aided youth in  
making art, socializing, and working with others while learning 
about diversity and other issues. 

Lifeworks: Our supported employment program has 
continued to make a difference for adults with disabilities despite 
unexpected funding cuts. As a result of Lifeworks, participants 
have learned critical employment skills and have gained financial 
empowerment. Our innovative program model has been shared 
regionally and nationally.  

Artists First for Veterans: In addition to serving 
veterans in the studio, Artists First for Veterans has participated 
in outreach events such as the Welcome Home Warrior Summit 
and has also facilitated creative expression groups at the Veterans 
Administration.
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Community Outreach:  
Artists First advocates for artists to be taken 
seriously while raising awareness and inclusion 
and creating a growing community presence. 
The studio has been successful in securing 
professional exhibition opportunities, including 
Different Filter, Different Lens: Artists First 
at St. Louis-Lambert International Airport, 
and Variation and Adaption at Kranzberg 
Arts Center. During the past year Artists 
First curated and or participated in over 17 
community art exhibitions.

Artists First is grateful to all those 
who support our mission: 
SSM HealthCare, Wells Fargo, Blue Gator  
Foundation, Developmental Disability  
Resources of St. Louis City, Enterprise,  
Regional Arts Commission, Boeing, Incarnate 
Word Foundation, Shanahan Family Foundation.

Financial Picture: FY16-17Awards/Accomplishments:  
Artists First has continued to 
have successes and impact  
including: 

• Artists First, continues to be in Good Standing   
 with the State of Missouri and has retained its   
 Guidestar Gold Star nonprofit rating. 

• Exhibited artists’ work at Maplewood’s Let Them  
 Eat Art, in Sutton Park, where our piano for public  
 enjoyment is located and played by passersby daily,  
 featured on NewsChannel 5 KSDK.

• Concluded our Regional Arts Commission- 
 sponsored Arts in Unity collaboration of  
 musicians and visual artists. 

• Exhibited artists’ work at the juried Rise Up  
 Festival in downtown St. Louis.

• We also are the proud recipient of the 2017  
 St. Louis Magazine A List Award for Best  
 Open Art Studio.

• Artists First’s Executive Director was recognized  
 as one of the top 100 St. Louisans to Know by the  
 Small Business Journal. 

• Artists First has increased access to the arts by   
 developing and strengthening partnerships,   
 including a variety of social service agencies,  
 SSM St. Mary’s Hospital,  Washington University,  
 St. Louis University, University of Missouri-  
 St. Louis, the St. Louis Office of Developmental   
 Disability Resources, and veterans’ organizations.

• Artists First has been featured on KSDK    
 Newschannel 5, HEC TV, WGNU radio, KDHX   
 radio, 40 South, St. Louis Magazine and  
 All the Art Magazine.

EXPENSES Programs 80% - Administration 11% -  
Fundraising 9%

INCOME Programs 51% - Donations 15% - Grants 18% - 
Events 13% - Art & Merchandise 4%


